
Reading 
Exercise 1. Read the text and say if you consider foreign languages to be important 

for professional activity. 

Learning foreign languages 

     At school or college we are to study a number of subjects. There has to be a foreign 

language among them and your teacher assures you that it is completely essential to 

discover it. So you sit there, getting your teeth into several dictionaries and workbooks 

with the only question in your mind: “What for?” 

     There are a number of reasons to learn a foreign language. Firstly, it is a well-

recognized reality that by learning a new foreign language we get acquainted with new 

cultures. So this is a way to become more intelligent and to learn much more interesting 

facts. 

     If you are not interested in learning new cultures, you may find other reasons to study 

foreign languages. For example, you travel abroad to have a nice rest, let’s say to New 

York, and you can’t  anticipate every citizen to know Russian. 

     English is an international language, no doubt about that. People from different 

countries learn English and visit foreign English-speaking countries to find success in their 

future enterprise. Just think about possibilities for your career growth if you are a free 

foreign language user. Some people earn fairly good funds translating various English 

books, essays and articles into their native language. If your business is involved in 

international affairs, you must know at least the bases of the partner’s language to discover 

a typical ground with your foreign co-workers. 

     A modern engineer or even a worker can’t work with an imported instrument or a 

machine if he/she isn’t able to read the instruction how to work. Ordinary people need 

language to translate instructions or manuals to washing machines, vacuum cleaners or 

even food products. English is the language of progressive science and technology, trade 

and business. It is the language of international aviation. It is also a major language of 

diplomacy. 

     Hundreds of books, magazines and newspapers are printed in English. People learn 

languages when they have opportunities to understand and work with language in a 

context that they comprehend and find interesting. 

     In this view, ESP (English for Special Purposes) is a powerful means for such 

opportunities. Studying English students work with material which they find interesting 

and relevant and which they can use in their professional work or further studies. Students 

are shown how the subject-matter content is expressed in English. Learners in the ESP 

classes are generally aware of the purposes for which they will need to use English. 

Having already oriented their education toward a specific field, they see their English 

training as complementing this orientation. 

 

Exercise 2. Find in the text given above antonyms to the words and word 

combinations. 

Native tongue, answer, failure, unable, outstanding, powerless, General English. 

 

Exercise 3. Mark the sentences below as True or False. 

1. By learning a new foreign language we get acquainted with new cultures. 

2. Learning a foreign language isn’t a compulsory component of the college curriculum. 

3. Ordinary people don’t need foreign languages. 



4. English is the language of progressive science and technology, trade and business. 

 

Lexical - grammar practice 
Exercise 1. Use the right form of the verbs in brackets. 

1. Nurses (look) after patients in hospitals. 2. Ann plays the piano, but she (not, play) it 

very well. 3. In Britain most shops (close) at 5.30 p.m. 4. At night when it (get) dark, they 

(switch) on the TV or the radio and (listen) to music. 5. I (learn) to drive a car some years 

ago. 6. He (cross) the street and (go) towards the city park. 7. As soon as you (come) 

home, I’ll phone you. 8. If you (enter) the Institute, your parents will be happy. 9. If it 

(rain) we shall stay at home. 10. My teacher (speak) over the telephone now. 

 

Exercise 2. Put the words in the right order to make correct sentences. 
1. in/ seldom/ they/ tennis/ winter/ play. 

2. time/ he/ on/ always/ his/ come/ to/ does/ classes? 

3. bed/ does/ time/ to/ go/ what/ he/ usually? 

4. Minsk/ it/ how/ to/ far/ Brest/ from/ is? 

 

Exercise 3. Put the questions to the words in bold. 

1. The train leaves at 9. 2. They have been learning new words since morning. 3. We are 

having supper. 4. He will have been waiting for my telephone call all day long. 5. Old 

ladies like to sit by fire. 6. My brother had been studying abroad for some years. 7. His 

grandparents live in Gomel. 8. I shall have been waiting for Kate for an hour and not 

longer. 9. He visits his grandparents very often. 10. We have been living in a new district 

of Minsk for two years. 11. Her brother made three mistakes in his test. 12. He worked at 

a plant last year. 13. They will remember this day for ever. 14. He will have read this 

interesting book by tomorrow.  

 

Exercise 4. Read the sentences and then write other sentences with the same meaning. 
Example: My friend gave me an interesting book. 

a) An interesting book was given to me. 

b) I was given an interesting book. 

 

1. They showed us the postcards of their city. 

a) We … . b) The postcards … . 

2. The teacher told the pupils the story of Washington. 

a) The pupils … . b) The story of Washington … . 

3. My father promised me to bring an interesting book about Minsk. 

a) I … . b) An interesting book about Minsk … . 

4. They gave him the chance. 

a) He … . b) The chance … . 

 

Exercise 5. Match a–g with 1–7. 

a) preventive maintenance                               1) диагностировать 

b) maintenance                                                 2) профилактическое обслуживание 

c) repair                                                            3) поломка, отказ 

d) to diagnose                                                   4) замена 

e) partial disassembly                                       5) ремонт 

f) replacement                                                   6) обслуживание 

g) failure                                                           7) частичная разборка 


